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2025 Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA Gathering

Saturday, November 15, 2025
9am-4pm

Transfiguration Lutheran Church
11000 France Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55431

Learn and Listen
Connect and Create
Celebrate and Worship
Together!

Save the date!

If you would like to help with planning the event, please contact us at
minneapoliswomenofelca@agmail.com.
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Katie’s Fund Update

2122 Capital Campaign for
Katie's Fund ends on June 13,
2025

The 2122 Capital Campaign for Katie's
Fund is nearing its goal of raising $1 million.
The campaign ends on June 13, 2025, the
500t anniversary of Katie and Martin
Luther's wedding. We encourage every
synodical women’s organization to
celebrate and to encourage their units to
celebrate this event.

2122

In Minnesota there will be a celebration on June 13, 2025, at Gustavus Adolphus College with a
lecture on Katie Luther and one on Healthy Marriage. Then there will also be a celebration to end the
campaign at Paddlefish Brewery in St. Peter, MN where they will be serving a Katie's Ale and
donating 1 dollar per pint to Katie's Fund.

Plan now to bring your groups there—OR to ask your own favorite local brewery to do something
similar.

For more information or to donate visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/katiesfund.

Message from President Mary
By Mary Britt

Happy Spring!

It is hard to believe it is spring when we look out the window and see snowflakes flying, but we also
know that the snow will be short lived. With the change in seasons comes new hope and
opportunities for change.

Some of the opportunities and changes the Minneapolis Area Synod - Women of the ELCA (MAS
WELCA) are working on are:

e Hosting monthly board meetings, allowing board members to more fully engage in the work of
the board,

e Attending online training and learning opportunities provided by the National WELCA office,

e Updating the MAS WELCA constitution to more fully reflect the values and expectations of our
organization

e Planning our Fall Conference and Gathering, and

e Continuing to identify and prioritize additional opportunities and tasks.
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We are committed to keeping each of you updated through regular communications on our website,
Facebook page and the bi-monthly Tapestry newsletter. If you have questions or concerns, please
feel free to email us at Minneapolis Women of the ELCA.

Grace and Peace,
Mary Britt
MAS Women of the ELCA President

i am Worthy 2026 WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING
2026 Women of the ELCA Gathering — July 16-
19

The 2026 Gathering will be held in the heart of downtown Des
Moines, IA. Plans are still being made, but two speakers have
been announced.

You can learn more about the 2026 Triennial Gathering by visiting
the event’'s website https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-
event-page. Read more about the Gathering’s theme here:
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/06/2026tgsponsorship-2.pdf. july 16-19,2026 ' des moines, iowa

The Rev. Martha Ambarangu

Martha Ambarangu is a Pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania and a New Testament PhD Candidate at the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago. An ELCA Global Mission
International Leaders Program scholar, she also holds the position
as the National Chair of the Circle of the Concerned Women
Theologians in Africa-Tanzania Chapter.Ambarangu is a wife, mother
of two smart and beautiful girls, Michelle and Millicent, and the author
of Heri and Nyamandi’s Summer, a children’s book.

Elise Seyfried

Elise Seyfried is the author of five collections of humorous spiritual
essays. Her essays have also appeared in publications including
Gather, Living Lutheran, The Philadelphia Inquirer, Next Avenue,
HuffPost, Insider, and The Independent. Elise has twice produced
This is My Brave (live performances featuring people with mental
illness telling their stories), and she is a “bipolar” book in The Human
Library (an international program whose motto is “un-judge
someone.”). Elise often speaks to groups on the subject of women’s
mental health. She is the mom of five and grandma of three, and has
. retired after 20 years as Spiritual Formation Director at Christ’s
Lutheran Church in Oreland, Pa.
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Invitation
By Teresa Tehven

| became involved with women’s ministry in my congregation, Cambridge Lutheran Church, and
Women of the ELCA more than 20 years ago.

Carol Bell, who many of you may know, was the first person who invited me to become involved in
women’s ministry and gently persisted even when | said “No.”

Then one Sunday morning, | was looking at the poster for a retreat on the Women’s Ministry bulletin
board. A woman, Rosalee, came up to me and encouraged me to attend. She was going and
thought | would enjoy it. | took her up on the invitation and had a great time.

One weekday evening, | was helping put up a bulletin board for children’s ministry. The women’s
ministry team was having a meeting that evening with a meal beforehand. Darlene invited me to
come eat with them. Being single, sharing an evening meal sounded like a great idea. | stayed on
for the business part of the meeting since | was enjoying the company. They invited me back to the
next meeting.

Since then, | continue with help with women’s ministry in my home congregation and have served on
the Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA board, as Tapestry editor, and voting member.
Triennial Gatherings have been highlights! You never know who you will meet and what you will
learn.

Invitation was key, but it was the wonderful women | have met along the way that have kept me
involved.

Did You Know?

Congregational Women of the ELCA units

e Congregational Women of the ELCA (WELCA) units are the heart of the Minneapolis Area Synod’s
WELCA organization? Each unit works independently within their congregation to "experience the
reconciling and transforming love of God through Jesus Christ, by acting on their baptismal
covenant and living out the mission and purpose of WELCA." Individual units live out the mission
and purpose of WELCA through bible studies, quilting activities, book studies, community
activities, stewardship education and offerings, and more.

e Members of each MAS WELCA congregational unit are encouraged to participate in our Gathering
this year on November 15™. Members should especially attend the annual business meeting to
stay informed about MAS WELCA activities and areas in need of support. Additionally, it is
important that each unit identify/elect one member to serve as a voting member to approve
reports; elect officers and board members; and decide on proposed resolutions and
memorials. We will also be electing voting members to the 2025 WELCA Triennial
Convention.

More information included in future issues of the Tapestry. In the meantime, if you have questions
about identifying and selecting your voting member, please email
minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com, and your questions will be addressed.




e |f your WELCA group has an activity coming up that you would like to invite other women to attend
or participate in, please send an announcement to Minneapolis Women of the ELCA for posting on
the MAS WELCA website and/or Facebook page.

Upcoming Events

Friday, June 13, 2025 — 4:00pm — 7:00pm

Celebrate the end of the Kate's Fund Capital Campaign with a Lecture on Luther, love and marriage
at Gustavus Adolphus College, 800 West College Avenue, St Peter, MN 56082.

Saturday, November 15, 2025
Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA Gathering

July 16-19, 2026
The 2026 Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering will be held in Des Moines, IA with the theme “I am
Worthy.” For more information visit hitps://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page.

Have an upcoming event and want to reach a wider audience? Let us know about it.
Already had an event and want to let other women not about it?
We would be happy to include it the Tapestry.

Send your information to Minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com.

Women of the ELCA Churchwide

New Strategic Plan

In December, the executive board approved a new Strategic Plan for Women of the ELCA titled
Connect, Create, Complement, Continue, and Celebrate. Presented by Interim Executive Director
Jennifer Hockenberry in collaboration with churchwide staff, these five goals for 2024-2026 were
taken from conversations with staff, executive board members, synodical women’s organizations
(SWO) presidents, and participants of Women of the ELCA. An online survey that drew more than
200 responses was also used in gathering information for the plan.

Download the Strateqic Plan

Gather Bible Studies
Winter/Spring 2025: “Faithfulness” by Denise
Rector

(January) Session One: Faith where you are: Ruth and
Naomi

(February) Session Two: Faith in the depths: Psalm 22
(March) Session Three: Faith adventures: Peter and
Cornelius

(April) Session Four: Faith risks: Jairus and the Faithful Woman

More information and the downloads for all four sessions is available here: Gather Winter/Spring-
2024 Bible Study: Faithfulness In These Days.
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May 2025: “Receiving the Spirit’s flame: Spiritual gifts
in the life of the church” by Cara Strickland

As we begin to dig into Scripture and talk about our
spiritual gifts, it's important to remind ourselves that these
gifts are given to us by Someone who knows us intimately.
A spiritual gift is nothing we can ever earn, and usually not
something we’d think to ask for, yet a gift that is exactly
right for us, our lives, our communities and our world.

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to explore spiritual
gifts and take the spiritual gifts assessment.

For more information along with the download: Gather May Bible Study: Receiving the Spirit's flame.

Treasurer’s Notes

Reminder, if you are collecting offerings for Women of the ELCA, please use form B and send a
check, made payable to WELCA Minneapolis Area Synod to:

Karen Weiberg

MAS WELCA Treasurer
3409 36th Ave NE

St Anthony, MN 55418

If you do not have a form B, please let me know, welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com.

Your offerings support the national organization (1/2) and the other half is for our synod events and
missions. Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to receive a paper copy of the Tapestry, a subscription is available at $12 per year. Please
send the following information along with the $12 to:

Karen Weiberg

MAS WELCA Treasurer
3409 36th Ave NE

St Anthony, MN 55418

Name

Complete Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code)
Phone Number

Email Address

Congregation/City

Change of Address: Yes No

Please encourage your congregation to post the Tapestry Newsletter to their website and/or
Facebook page.
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2024-2025 Minneapolis Area Synod Synodical
Organization

Mary Britt, President

Carolyn Nottingham Davis, Vice-President
Karen Weiberg, Treasurer

Rebecca Jorgenson Sundquist, Secretary
Anita Hill

Jan Schieffer

Cheryl Smoot

Teresa Tehven

Women of the ELCA Mission Statement

Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement

“As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith,
of the affirm our gifts,

EVANGELICAL support one another in our callings,

engage in ministry and action,

bUHTII}ERRcAH and promot?hféescl)igigé &ngnvghﬁllslxj; d/n the church,

IN AMERICA




