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Bold Womens Day 
Celebrate the bold women in your life 
Bold Women’s Day–observed the first Sunday of March, Sunday, March 1, 
2026– celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly 
on their faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are bold in their unceasing 
prayers. Other women are bold in their service to those in need. Still other 
women are bold in their advocacy or through their hospitality. Whether we live out our bold story of faith 
in the workplace, family home or community, our faith compels us to make a difference in the lives of 
others. It’s all about living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of Christ. Are you bold? 
 



Bold Women’s Day Litany 
We encourage creative use of our materials, especially for Bold Women’s 
Day. Some might insert the litany into a Sunday worship. Some might use it 
in a Bible study or monthly circle meeting. A group might choose to have a 
post-worship potluck or meal and the litany would be part of that. Some 
women celebrate Bold Women’s Day in their homes, and it might be used 
round dessert or at a tea. In other cases, a woman might read the litany on 
her own, as part of her daily devotions. 
Download the litany (PDF) 
 
For more information and resources click HERE. 
 

Spring 2026 Gather Bible Study:  
“I AM: God’s holy name and promise,”  
a three-part Bible study  
by the Rev. Hannah Hawkinson 
 
(March) Session one—Bread, vine and light: Abiding with 
us (John 6, 8 and 15) 
We begin this session by rooting and grounding ourselves in the story of Moses at the Burning Bush, 
learning about God’s holy name, I AM—a name that holds all of time and space, all that was and all that is 
and all that will be, past, present and future. From there, we will explore three of Jesus’s “I AM” 
statements: “I am the bread of life;” “I am the true vine,” and “I am the light of the world.” Each of these 
declarations bring to the fore the ways that God, whose name is “I AM,” abides with God’s people, 
providing, nurturing and sustaining us in day-to-day life. 
 
Download session one. 
Watch video supplement. 
 
(April) Session two—Gate and shepherd: Guiding and protecting us (John 10) 
Session two builds on the theme of God’s abiding love as we explore another dimension of I AM, God’s 
holy name and promise: God’s guidance and protection. Guidance and protection are the major themes 
of the famous “Good Shepherd” discourse in John 10, in which Jesus declares that he is both the good 
shepherd and the gate for the sheep. Our God who abides with us is also a God who moves with us—who 
knows us, protects us and leads us through the ups and downs of life. 
 
(May) Session three: Resurrection and life: Leading us into abundant life (John 11 and 
14) 
This final session revolves around the third dimension of I AM: God’s promise to lead God’s people into 
abundant life. From before creation to the time of Moses to today, this is God’s enduring promise to God’s 
people. In declaring that he is “the resurrection and the life,” and “the way, the truth, and the life,” Jesus is 
stepping into this grand tradition, reminding God’s people to cling to God’s promise, God’s very holy 
name: I AM. God has promised to be with God’s people—to abide with us, to guide us, to protect us, and 
to lead us into abundant life, now and forever. 
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2026BWD-Litany.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-day
https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/MAM-2026-Bible-study-session-1.pdf
https://www.gathermagazine.org/spring-2026-i-am-gods-holy-name-and-promise-video-supplement/


i am worthy 
2026 Women of the ELCA Gathering – 
July 16-19 
 
The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is “I Am Worthy,” 
based on Psalm 139:14: “I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.” This statement serves as a reminder of God’s promise 
to be with us, even in times of devastation and division. By 
repeating the phrase “I am worthy,” we can recognize the Holy 
Spirit’s ongoing work in our lives. This practice of self-
affirmation opens up opportunities for healing and restoration 
within ourselves, our church, society, and the world. When we 
declare, “I am worthy,” we align ourselves with God’s 
promises. There is great power in our resolve. 
 
Registration is now open! Register Here 
 
You can find resources for promoting the 2026 Triennial 
Gathering HERE.  
 
More speakers have been announced! 
 

The Rev. Sara Olson-Smith 
Bible study leader 
 
The Rev. Sara Olson-Smith is an ordained ELCA pastor, serving at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Davenport, Iowa. She previously served two 
congregations in New Jersey. Before that, she served as chaplain for the 
Moscow Protestant Chaplaincy in Russia, a youth minister in Minneapolis 
and an Urban Servant Corps volunteer working with homeless youth in 
Denver, Colorado. She is a graduate of the College of St. Benedict and the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  

 
A mother of two, spouse, quilter, podcaster and writer, she is a frequent contributor to Gather magazine. 
In her writing, teaching, and pastoral work, Olson-Smith weaves together God’s ancient stories in 
scripture and contemporary stories, movements and hopes—particularly in light of the current climate 
crisis. She is working on a book about a congregation she served which faithfully closed and the new life 
that grew from their generosity. For updates on this project and other work, see her website: 
www.saraolsonsmith.com. 
 

  

https://community.elca.org/women-of-the-elca-13th-triennial-gathering
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page/share-the-love
http://www.saraolsonsmith.com/


The Rev. Lucille Antionette Mills 
Preaching at Closing Worship 
 
The Rev. Lucille “CeCee” Mills grew up in Greensboro, N.C. She completed 
her seminary studies at The Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Ordained on March 20, 2004, she served her first ten years of 
ministry in the Virginia Synod. Pastor Mills then served several 
congregations as an interim in the NC Synod while also serving as an 
Associate Program Director for African Descent Ministries in the ELCA 
Churchwide Offices over five years. She served six years on the synod staff 
of the North Carolina Synod. Initially, she was the Associate Director for Evangelical Mission and but later 
transitioned to serving as an Assistant to Bishop. Just this past August, she was elected to a six-year term 
as the Secretary of the ELCA. She relocated to Chicago with her family, which includes her father Willie L. 
Mills and her thirty-two-year-old son Joshua Mills and began her new call on November 1, 2025. 
 
You can learn more about the 2026 Triennial Gathering by visiting the event’s website 
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page.  Read more about the Gathering’s theme 
HERE. 
 

Women of the ELCA News & Events 
Rachel’s Day 
May 3 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Rachel’s Day is observed by Women of the ELCA annually on the first Sunday in May, though it can be 
observed any time of the year. It is a time set aside to mourn the loss of our children and to renounce the 
forces of violence and fear. 
 
Download A litany of lament and hope for Rachel’s Day 
Learn more ways to combat gun violence 
 

A vigil for MMIW 
May 5 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
In honor of Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women Day, Tuesday, 
May 5, join leaders, staff and more as we pray together, “Candlelight 
Vigil for Murdered and Missing Women,” written by Dr. Kelly Sherman-
Conroy. 
 
REGISTER to attend the vigil via Zoom webinar, Tuesday, May 5. 
 

 
For more information and resources, visit the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women webpage on the 
ELCA and Women of the ELCA websites. 
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2026tgsponsorship-2.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Litany.Rachels-day-2015.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/special-initiatives/rachels-day
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86536858576?pwd=izIQKbbkmGo1hL58lwEDOQwKGiWa8U.1


SALT Appeal 
“Add salt to all your offerings.” Leviticus 2:13 
 
Women of the ELCA’s fundraising team has launched a new appeal to 
close last year’s $250,000 funding gap. The appeal’s name comes 
from Leviticus and gives instructions on how to season grain offerings 
made to God and gives us an important message: We are not just 
called to give our “first fruits” but to offer them with seasoning. We 
define salt as a verb: Share Abundance, Love, and Thanks! (SALT). 
 
Consider adding a little SALT to your donation to Women of the ELCA. 
Your generosity supports our day-to-day operations (salaries, 
insurance, postage, technology, rent) and allows us to continue our 
women’s ministries, anti-racist efforts, Gather magazine, Bold Café, 
scholarships, grants, and so much more! 

 
Please encourage those you know to SALT their offerings to Women of the ELCA too. Make your special 
SALT donation today! 
 
Donate to Where Needed Most  
 

2026 EcoFaith Summit of the Upper Midwest 
From Fear to Fire: 
Igniting Community for a Planet in Peril 
April 18, 2026 
At First Lutheran Church, 
Duluth, MN and Livestreamed via Zoom 
This year's Summit is Co-Presented by: 
 

• Lutheran Advocacy - Minnesota 
• Minneapolis Area Synod 
• Northeastern Minnesota Synod 
• Northwestern Minnesota Synod 
• Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
• Saint Paul Area Synod 

 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road…?”  - Luke 24:32 
 
Igniting courageous community across the Upper Midwest with: 
 
An unquenchable fire of love for Creator and Creation. 
A controlled burn of holy fear, wonder, and joy - across generations and divides. 
A germinating fire seed of collaborating and creative networks. 
 
We encourage you to attend as a group from your congregation, campus, camp, or community! 
 
For more information click HERE. 

https://community.elca.org/welca
http://lutheranadvocacymn.org/
https://mpls-synod.org/
https://nemnsynod.org/
https://www.nwmnsynod.org/
https://nwswi.org/
https://spas-elca.org/
https://www.ecofaithnetwork.org/ecofaith-summit-2026
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/SALT-coloring-sheet.pdf


Message from President Mary 
Greetings and Happy Spring. 
 
I am actually writing this short note from the comfort of a warm home, while enjoying the blowing and 
falling snow through my dining room window.  March in Minnesota always brings a variety of weather 
events, especially around high school tournament time and spring breaks.  Please pray for our families, 
friends, and neighbors who are facing difficulties around housing, food, loneliness, depression, and other 
physical and mental challenges. 
 
Thank you again to all who attended our Fall Gathering on November 15th and completed an evaluation.  
The board is using your feedback in our planning of events and opportunities for this year.  
 
Please note that this edition of the Tapestry offers a number of opportunities and events for you to 
participate in or attend.  One specific upcoming event that I hope you are able to attend is the Mother, 
Daughter, Sister, Friend Brunch on Saturday, May 9th starting at 9:00 am until noon, at the Norway 
House in Minneapolis.  Plans are still being finalized, but this brunch promises to be a wonderful day of 
celebrating and being in community with WOMEN.  Watch your email for additional registration and 
announcements regarding this brunch.  And register early, seating may be limited. 
 
Also, it's not too late to register for the Triennial Gathering in Des Moines, Iowa on July 16-19.  Go to "I am 
Worthy": Women of the ELCA 13th Triennial Gathering and join us.  
 
Grace, Peace and Blessings, 
Mary Britt 
 

Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA News & Events 
Costly Solidarity — Close to Home and in the Middle East 
By Bishop Jen Nagel 
 
"ELCJHL Palestinian pastor Munther Isaac talks of Costly Solidarity.  Standing with another in solidarity 
has costs: it is risky and, at once, it is the call of our Christian faith. Our call to solidarity is rooted in Jesus’ 
life and death. Jesus lived in solidarity with those cast down by the systems of power, and he died in 
solidarity with humanity. Pastor Munther Isaac invited us to this Costly Solidarity, commenting: 'We can’t 
do this alone… You might ask, 'When do you want us to be here?' The answer is now. We need you right 
now.'" 
 
Click HERE to read Bishop Jen’s blog. 
 

  

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
https://mpls-synod.org/2026/03/costly-solidarity-close-to-home-and-in-the-middle-east/


ELCA Churchwide News & Events 
Bishop Curry issues statement on Iran war 
STATEMENT 
Bishop Curry invites members of the body of Christ to join him in prayerful, hopeful solidarity with 
siblings and neighbors who suffer today 
 
To read Bishop Curry’s statement, click HERE. 
 
For more ELC A news click HERE. 
 

Treasurer’s Notes 
Reminder, if you are collecting offerings for Women of the ELCA, please use form A and send a check, 
made payable to WELCA Minneapolis Area Synod to: 
 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409-36th Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418. 

 
If you do not have a form A, please let me know, welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com. 
 
Your offerings support the national organization (1/2) and the other half is for our synod events and 
missions. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
If you wish to receive a paper copy of the Tapestry, a subscription is available at $15 per year.  Please 
send the following information along with the $15 to: 
 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409 36th Ave NE 
St Anthony, MN  55418 

 
• Name 
• Complete Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code) 
• Phone Number 
• Email Address 
• Congregation/City 
• Change of Address:  Yes _____ No _____ 
 
 

https://www.elca.org/news/bishop-curry-issues-statement-on-iran-war
https://www.elca.org/


Women of the ELCA Mission Statement 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement 
 

“As a community of women created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  

and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to grow in faith,  

affirm our gifts,  
support one another in our callings,  

engage in ministry and action,  
and promote healing and wholeness in the church,  

the society, and the world.” 
 

 
 


