
 

 
A communication for Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA 

 

​
2025 Minneapolis Area Synod 
Women of the ELCA Gathering 

 
 

Saturday, November 15, 2025, 9am-4pm 
 
Learn and Listen 
​ Connect and Create 
​ ​ Celebrate and Worship 
Together 
 

Transfiguration Lutheran Church 
11000 France Ave S 
Bloomington, MN  55431 
 

Save the date! 
 

If you would like to help with planning the event, please contact us at 
minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com. 

 
Call for Resolutions for the 2025 Business Meeting 
 
The Minneapolis Area Synod WELCA (MAS WELCA) affords its members an opportunity to present 
suggestions for changes to the constitution, ideas for projects, etc., via a written resolution or 
memorial.  Resolutions and memorials will be reviewed by the MAS WELCA Reference and Counsel 
Committee for validity and preparation for discussion at the business meeting to be held at the 
November WELCA Convention/Gathering. During the meeting the designated voting members will 
determine approval or rejection of the resolutions 
 
What’s the difference between a resolution and a memorial? 
A memorial is the way in which one expression of our organization formally makes a request of 
another.  A memorial comes to a triennial convention by and through actions taken at a synodical 
women’s organization. 
 
So, for instance, imagine a synodical convention considering a resolution that has as one of its 
actions a request that the churchwide organization produce resources around a given theme or that 
the executive director communicate the organization’s position on a topic to an elected official. The 



resolution, once adopted in the Synodwide Organization (SWO) convention, becomes a memorial to 
the triennial convention.  The SWO, through the resolution, is memorializing the issue, asking the 
triennial convention to consider the subject and take an action. 
 

Women of the ELCA Guidelines for Writing a Resolution 
 
Send your resolutions to minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com.  Please include “Resolution” in the 
subject line. 
The deadline for resolutions to be considered at the 2025 MAS WELCA business 
meeting is August 15, 2025.   
 

How has your unit responded to the Memorials and Resolutions at 
the 12th Triennial Convention September 2023? 
 
The 12th Triennial Convention held in Phoenix, Arizona during September 2023 adopted several 
memorials and resolutions: 
 

●​ Memorial 1: For Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
●​ Memorial 2: Calling for Peace and Unity 
●​ Memorial 3: Calling for the Safety and Protection of Our Children 
●​ Memorial 7: A Resolution on Suicide and Mental Health Issues in Youth and Young Adults 
●​ Memorial 8: Dignity and Accessibility for All 
●​ Resolution 2023.01. End Racism by Participating in Study such as Now is the Time: Study of 

the Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent 
●​ Resolution 2023.02. Participation in Truth and Healing Movement 

 
We are looking for stories about how your women’s unit turned them into action.  Your stories will be 
published in future Tapestry issues.  Photos are very welcome. 
 
Please send your stories and photos to minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com.  Please include 
“Tapestry” in the subject line. 
 

Full Memorial and Resolution Text 
 

Pray Without Ceasing  
From the Minneapolis Area Synod 
 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thess. 5:16-18  
 
There's still time to join with congregations and 
communities across our synod and the ELCA for weekly community prayer as part of a Pray Without 
Ceasing initiative. Specifically, we're asking congregations to make two commitments:   
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023TCGuidelinesforwritingresolutions.pdf
mailto:minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com
mailto:minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Summary-of-Memorials-and-Resolutions-2023.pdf


●​ Establish and host a regular, weekly prayer gathering – welcoming all.  
●​ ﻿Invite two other congregations/communities to make the same two-fold commitment.  

 
If you are interested in starting these weekly prayer gatherings, connect with a pastor or deacon at 
your congregation and learn more on our website, where new resources continue to be added. 
 

Detail and Resources 
 

Message from President Mary 
By Mary Britt 
 
Greetings and Happy Summer. 
 
Many of us are busy celebrating life events such as graduations, reunions of all kinds, weddings, 
showers, etc.  Some of us are attempting to tend to flower and vegetable gardens in between the rain 
showers and poor air quality reports.  Maybe YOU are busy doing all of the above?   
 
I am happy to share that the Minneapolis Area Synod (MAS) Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Board, 
along with a few key volunteers are busy reimagining and planning our Fall Convention and 
Gathering.  We are working to host an informative, engaging and spirit-filled day for each of you.  
Watch your emails for special announcements and special editions of the Tapestry with detailed 
information and opportunities about the Convention / Gathering. 
 
This edition of the Tapestry does include some information and volunteer opportunities for the 
Convention / Gathering, along with a request for "reporting in" on any events or activities by individual 
WELCA units or groups in response to the 2023 Memorials and Resolutions.  Additional opportunities 
will be announced as they are identified. 
 
I would also like to encourage each of you to read the article on Pray Without Ceasing from Bishop 
Jen Nagel and the Minneapolis Area Synod.  If you do not have a prayer group to join, consider 
establishing a prayer group with other women in your church / circle / community. 
 
Enjoy a fabulous summer. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Mary 
 

Gather Bible Study Summer 2025  
“Where two or more are gathered: Flourishing 
in relationships”  
by the Rev. Dr. Brooke Petersen 
 
(June) Session One: Relationships that form us: All in the 
family 
 
Some of our most beloved Bible stories involve siblings and the trials and tribulations of relationships 
within families. We’ll examine the stories of Jacob and Esau, as well as Mary and Martha, while 

https://mpls-synod.org/community/pray-without-ceasing/


considering what we learned in our own families about relationships. These biblical characters will 
help us to explore how our early family relationships shape how we think about the everyday 
relationships in our lives. 
 
Download session one. 
 
(July) Session Two: Relationships that sustain us: Where you go, I will go 
 
One cannot get far in this life without encountering suffering. Loss, betrayal and tragedy show up in 
our own lives and in the lives of those we love. In this Bible study, we will explore the story of Naomi 
and Ruth, two women who held fast to their relationship in the face of great loss. With this in mind, 
we’ll consider what helps us to stay in relationship with others when we face seasons of grief and 
suffering in our own lives and the lives of others. 
 
Download session two. 
 
(August) Session Three: Relationships that push us to grow: For such a time as this 
Relationships aren’t always comfortable. There are times when we find ourselves navigating the 
painful work of growing and changing in our relationships. This session explores the story of Queen 
Esther and her uncle Mordecai. How can we draw on the stories of our faith when we face great 
challenges in our lives and relationships with others? We’ll explore how vulnerability, trust and the 
power of faithful friendships help us to grow. 
 
Download session three. 
Download all three sessions. 
 

Pass on your values to the next generation 
 
Give the gift of Gather magazine to a young woman in your life... a new mom, 
college student, niece, goddaughter and other young woman from your family, 
congregation and community. 
 
Order a gift subscription to Gather today for just $9.95! 
 
 

Nurture your faith, stay up to date with Women of the ELCA! 
 
Did you know that, in addition to Gather magazine and Gather’s monthly e-newsletter, Women of the 
ELCA offers other publications? 

 
Bold Connections monthly e-newsletter offers the latest news, events, 
resources and educational opportunities of Women of the ELCA. Sign up here 
 
 
 

 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Flourishing-in-relationships-Bible-study-session-1.pdf
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Bold Café monthly e-zine for young adult women features faith-based 
reflections, information on BYOD virtual dinners and more. Visit 
www.boldcafe.org to learn more 
 
 
 

Follow Gather on Facebook 

My Introduction to Women of the ELCA 
By Karen Weiberg 
 
In 2022, my friend Sue Sorenson asked me if I would be willing to serve as the Women of the ELCA 
(WELCA) treasurer for the Minneapolis Synod as the position was vacant. I was not (knowingly) a 
participant in a women’s ministry unit or circle at my church, Nativity Lutheran in St. Anthony Village. 
However, I often participated in Women in Action, which unbeknownst to me, was a circle the met 
during the evening. That group of women decided they wanted to do service projects. I enjoyed those 
opportunities. So, unawares, I was a member of an active unit! 
 
Synodwide events were shared in our newsletter. I went to my first one and found it spiritually 
inspiring.  I continued to attend gatherings.  I thought the projects we would do, the worship service, 
the speaker and education we received were also more faith growing than I expected.  Several times, 
I went to the Friday evening gathering and then again on Saturday when it was a multi-day event.  
 
One year when Nativity hosted the synodical WELCA Gathering, Judy Johnson and Nancy Laible 
talked about Days for Girls project, making and sending menstrual kits for girls living in Africa.  We 
were told, and it is common sense, that if you don’t have supplies, girls would stay home from school.  
That adds up to over a month a year.  My Bible study hosted a Sunday afternoon sewing event in 
response and this last May 12th we had another sewing event for Days for Girls at Nativity.  A 
wonderful example of learning of a project at a WELCA Gathering becoming a reoccurring event at 
our church, with many participating.  
 
I am pleased to have attended Triannual, when it was in Minneapolis, and the 2023 Triennial held in 
Phoenix as a voting member.  I learned how the women of WELCA bring God’s hands into this world 
as well as their concerns and solutions.  I am looking forward to learning more about Women of the 
ELCA and its many ministries in Des Moines, IA.  The benefits of new friends, spiritual growth, and 
ideas of how to make a difference in my church and community make it so worthwhile. There is 
nothing to compare when hundreds of women’s voices are raised in singing!  

 
Upcoming Events 

Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering, July 16-19, 2026, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
 
Every three years, women from across the country gather to worship, 
hear inspiring speakers, engage in service projects, participate in a 5K 
run and interact with others in a large exhibit hall with educational, service 
and shopping experiences. Registration begins next month on July 16.  
 

Learn more. 

https://elca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=655dd2cb6fc81a9e18e48c353&id=e970e7f934&e=8f8f4e31f1
https://www.facebook.com/gathermagazine
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Treasurer’s Notes 
Reminder, if you are collecting offerings for Women of the ELCA, please use form B and send a 
check, made payable to WELCA Minneapolis Area Synod to: 
 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409-36th Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418. 

 
If you do not have a form B, please let me know, welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com. 
 
Your offerings support the national organization (1/2) and the other half is for our synod events and 
missions. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
If you wish to receive a paper copy of the Tapestry, a subscription is available at $12 per year.  Please 
send the following information along with the $12 to: 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409 36th Ave NE 
St Anthony, MN  55418 

 
●​ Name 
●​ Complete Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code) 
●​ Phone Number 
●​ Email Address 
●​ Congregation/City 
●​ Change of Address:  Yes _____ No _____ 

 
Please encourage your congregation to post the Tapestry Newsletter to their website and/or 
Facebook page. 
 
 

Women of the ELCA Mission Statement 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement 
“As a community of women created in the image of God,  

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in faith,  
affirm our gifts,  

support one another in our callings,  
engage in ministry and action,  

and promote healing and wholeness in the church,  
the society, and the world.” 



 

 
 


