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2025 Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA Gathering
Saturday, November 15, 2025

9am-4pm
Learn and Listen
11000 France Ave S Connect and Create
Bloomington, MN 55431 Celebrate and Worship
Together

Save the date!

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
(Psalm133:1NRSV)

Clickregisteratwww.mplswomenofelca.org/gathering!

Keynote Speaker: Bishop Jen Nagel

Bishop JenNagel waselected atthe May 2024 Synod Assembly, taking office in
August 2024. As Bishop, she serves the Minneapolis Area Synod by providing
pastoral support to rostered leaders, overseeing the administration of the Synod
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and Synod staff, and interpreting and advocating for the church’s mission and theology.

Worship Leader: Pastor Elise Pokel
Elise is the lead pastor at Transfiguration Lutheran Church. She grew up in

Fargo, ND and attended Concordia College, majoring in Religion and History.
Elise worked in a pastry shop after college and delighted in it! But something
was missing. She attended seminary at Luther and was ordained in 2017. Elise
served Trinity Lutheran and First Presbyterian in Crookston, MN for her first call
and then Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Minneapolis from
2019-2023.

Elise is married to the most hilarious and faithful man, Andy Pokel. He serves as worship & music

director at Spirit Garage. They have two sons that are the loves of our lives. All of them enjoy music,
singing, dancing, reading, and going to museums.

As a pastor, Elise enjoys community-building, preaching, teaching, caring for families in milestone
moments, and renewing or building good governance structures and policies.

Churchwide Representative to the Gathering: Linda Clarke
Linda joined the Executive Board in March, 2025. She is serving on Katie’s

Fund Grants Review and Racial Justice Committees.

Linda is a lifelong resident of Sioux City, lowa and a lifelong Lutheran. As a

member of St. Mark Lutheran Church, she has participated in many functions of
the church over the years. She’s treasurer of St. Mark’s Women’s Organization
and Coordinator of the Sioux City Martha Cluster. She currently serves as
Treasurer of the Western lowa Synodical Women'’s Organization. Linda helped
organize, and is treasurer, of Food 4 Kids, an interdenominational organization
that provides food for families in a neighborhood school.

Linda spends as much time as she can with her two daughters, their husbands, and two 'grandsons; |
She enjoys baking, music, reading and travel.

Silent Auction Donations
The Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA’s board invites you and your congregational women’s

groups to consider donating a themed basket or individual items for our silent auction at the Fall
Gathering on November 15 at Transfiguration Luther Church. Proceeds from the silent auction will
make it possible to keep the Gathering’s cost affordable for all.

Letyour creativity soar!

This is a wonderful opportunity to work together, have fun, and support the Gathering.
You can find more information and a donation form attached. You can also contact Karen Weibert at
welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com for more information.
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Call for Volunteers to Serve on Committees

We arelooking for women who are willing to serve on Gatheringcommittees. Some committees
have tasks to complete prior to the Gathering, others will be needed the day of the Gathering, and
one committee’s duties will extend slightly after the Gathering!

e Committee on Nominations

e Committee on Reference and Council
e Committee on Credentials

e Committee on Conduct of Elections

e Committee on Minutes

e Committee on Offering

Ifyou would like more information regarding the duties for each committee, please contact us at
minn liswomenofel mail.com. This information was also published in the August 2025
edition of the Tapestry which you can read HERE.

Would Yyou like a new opportunity to serve the Lord?

Your time commitment is minimal,and therewards are great.

This year we need to elect a president, treasurer, and four or five board members. Terms for the

president and treasurer positions will be for two years. Terms for two of the board positions will be for
one year. The terms for the other three positions will be for two years.

If you would like more information regarding the duties for each position, please contact us at

minneapeoliswomenofelca@gmail.com. This information was also published in the August 2025
edition of the Tapestry which you can read HERE. [NOTE: An error was made in the August
Tapestry. We need to elect a new president in November rather than a vice-president. Information
regarding the president’s position was included in the August Tapestry.]

We Will also be electing three voting members to the Triennial Convention along with three alternates.
The convention will be held July 13, 2026, through July 14, 2026, via Zoom.

A nomination form can be found attached. Please send the completed form to

minnaanalicwamanafalea@mamail caom.

SALT Appeal
“Addsalt to all your offerings.” Leviticus 2:13

Women of the ELCA’s fundraising team has launched a new appeal to close last year’'s $250,000
funding gap. The appeal’s name comes from Leviticus and gives instructions on how to season grain
offerings made to God and gives us an important message: We are not just called to give our “first
fruits” but to offer them with seasoning. We define salt as a verb: Share Abundance, Love, and
Thanks! (SALT).
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Consider adding a little SALT to your donation to Women of the ELCA. Your generosity supports our
day-to-day operations (salaries, insurance, postage, technology, rent) and allows us to continue our

women’s ministries, anti-racist efforts, Gather magazine, Bold Café, scholarships, grants, and so

much more!

Please encourage those you know to SALT their offerings to Women of
the ELCA too. Make your special SALT donation today!
You can find out more about the SALT appeal and donate HERE. A

From the Nebraska Synod Women of the ELCA
The Nebraska Synod Women of the ELCA has submitted a resolution

regarding the SALT Appeal, encouraging all units, clusters, and -'
conferences to include discussion of the SALT Appeal at their meetings
and events and contribute through a special offering to be used where

needed most.

Some Guidelines for Writing Resolutions
Don’t be intimidated at the idea of writing a resolution. It isn’t that difficult.

Follow along for some tips in resolution writing. The goal of a resolution is to
inform and educate the readers (in our case, the voting members) so that they
are inspired to take action and approve the resolution.

A successful resolution does two things. It identifies and explains what you
want addressed. This is the WHEREAS portion. Write as many WHEREAS

sentences as needed to fully explain the issue. It also proposes a solution or a

plan of action. This is the RESOLVED portion. Multiple RESOLVED sentences Women
are appropriate, with each sentence addressing either a different solution or
audience.

A full version of this article appeared in the June and August 2025 editions of EVANGEI.ICAI.

the Tapestry. You can read the August Tapestry HERE. lUTHERAN
Source: CHURCH

INAMERICA

Gather Bible Study Fall 2025:

“Money, StewardshipandGenerosity”
by the Rev. Christa von Zychlin

(September) Session One: Money — What do we
treasure?

From Genesis through Revelation, gold, silver and jewels
serve as icons of God’s goodness. And yet, the love of
money is a powerful source of argument, lies and literal

'3
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enslavement. King Solomon, famously, chose wisdom over treasure. Jesus, leaning on his mother’s
values, teaches his disciples to dig deep for real treasure.

(October) Session Two: Stewardship — How do we tend our treasure?

God madly, beautifully, entrusts human beings with the care of all creation, including time, talent and
material wealth. Moses needs help with his time management. The practice of tithing could be
considered a class in Material Management 101. Jesus confronts his disciples with disturbing words
about God’s high expectations for tending treasure.

(November) Session Three: Generosity — A wideness in God’s mercy

God loves a cheerful giver, because our cheer in giving reflects God’s own cheerful mercies. Can the
biblical practice of gleaning be considered a class in Generosity 101? We will consider the enemies of
generosity: Pharoah, the stingy boss, and the “religion” of Mammonism. Finally, we will turn to the
little-noticed women who were generous with Jesus, and the wild generosity of the first Christian
churches.

Women of the ELCA News & Events

2025 Thankoffering Service (in-person) 2025 Women of the ELCA
Wartburg College Chapel I e
November 9@6:30 pm — 7:30pm

You are invited to attend the 2025 Women of the ELCA
(WELCA) Thankoffering worship service that will take place ey
at Wartburg Chapel on the campus of Wartburg College i dovelod b ey e b o o

(100 Wartburg Blvd. Waverly, IA 50677) on Sunday, Frrk e Eneslop s
November 9 at 6:30 pm (CDT). o]

Woslbnurg Collage Chapel
100 Warkurg Bhed
Warverky, kowo

DOWNLOAD THE 2025 THANKOFFERING SERVICE
EREE e AL ORI S h R OB
LEARN-HOW K

Katie’s Fund Grants
Katie’s Fund Grants are allocated to support programs, resources, and opportunities in the areas

named when the Fund was first begun: leadership development, global sharing, and living theology.
Learn more and see how you and your congregation can make a difference in the church, society and
world through a grant from Katie’s Fund!

APPLY FOR A KATIE'S FUND GRANT

2024 Impact Report
Do you want to know the impact that Women of the ELCA is making on the church, society and

world?
DOWNLOAD THE 2024 IMPACT REPORT

i am worthy
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2026 Women of the ELCA Gathering — July 16-19

The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is “I Am Worthy,” based on Psalm 139:14: “| am fearfully
and wonderfully made.” This statement serves as a reminder of God’s promise to be with us, even in
times of devastation and division. By repeating the phrase “I am worthy,” we can recognize the Holy
Spirit’s ongoing work in our lives. This practice of self-affirmation opens up opportunities for healing
and restoration within ourselves, our church, society, and the world. When we declare, “| am worthy,”
we align ourselves with God’s promises. There is great power in our resolve.

Registration is now open! Register Here

You can find resources for promoting the 2026 Triennial Gathering HERE.
More speakers have been announced!

Dr. Elyssa Salinas-Lazarski
Plenary Speaker and Workshop Leader

Elyssa Salinas-Lazarski, Ph.D., MDiv., is Adjunct Faculty in Theology

and Honors at Dominican University. She is a recent doctoral graduate
of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. Her research focuses on
theology of the body and sex, integrating her Lutheran faith, and her
experience as a Mexican-American woman. Salinas-Lazarski is a
graduate of Valparaiso University, where she studied theatre, and holds
a Master of Divinity from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
Alongside her studies, she is a poet, hobby baker, and an active
member of Grace Lutheran Church which she has been attending since baptism. Salinas-Lazarski’'s
poetry and blog posts can be found at Bold Café; The Mudroom; Open Plaza by the Hispanic
Theological Initiative; and We Talk, We Listen. She lives in the Chicago area with her husband, two
children, and two cats.

Bishop Amy Current
Preaching and Presiding at Opening Worship

The Rev. Amy Current has served the Southeastern lowa Synod in the

office of bishop since 2020. She is a graduate of Concordia College,
Moorhead, MN (B.A.) and Wartburg Theological Seminary (M.Div.). Prior
to her role as bishop, Current served as vice president for admissions and
student services at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa.
Born and raised in North Dakota, Bishop Current was honored to serve as
pastor of three Lutheran churches there. Bishop Current is married to
Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere. They have two adult children.

You can learn more about the 2026 Triennial Gathering by visiting the event’s website
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page. Read more about the Gathering’s theme

herehttps7//www.womenoftheetca.org/wp-content/uptoads/2019/06/2026tgsponsorship-2.pdf.
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Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA News & Events

The Minneapolis Area Synod will be hosting monthly

Zoom calls on different topics with presenters from S 1

our community. The calls will be on the second ) e arﬂ
Thursday of each month, 12:00 — 1:00 p.m., and will

be recorded and shared on the Synod website. Grab @ togEt}Ie r

your lunch and hop on!

Several sessions have been announced. These are
the first three.

Minnesota Paid Leave Program
September 11 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Digital Ministry
October 9 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

How To Write a Resolution (and do you need to?)
December 12 @ 12:00pm — 1:00pm

You can learn more about the sessions and register HERE.

ELCA Churchwide News & Events /‘ l\
a \ ()

Installation of the ELCA’s New Presiding i (= C A
Bishop \_1lY)
L L

Saturday, October 4, 2025, 2:00pm ‘\‘
Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis

The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected as the next presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America (ELCA) at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix, Ariz., on July 30, 2025. He will begin
this role on Oct. 1, 2025, and be installed on Oct. 4 in Minneapolis.

The presiding bishop installation is open to the public, and tickets are not required. Doors open at 1

p.m. Central time, and worship begins at 2 p.m.

You can learn more about Rev. Yehiel Curry and the installation HERE.

2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
The 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held July 28-Aug. 2, 2025, at the Phoenix Convention

Center in Phoenix, Ariz.

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, is a process of communal spiritual discernment. When the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly convenes, its voting members meet with confidence in God’s grace around word and water,
wine and bread, to carry on their work on behalf of the entire church.

Videos, resources, and other information from this year's assembly can be found HERE.
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Treasurer’s Notes

Reminder,if youare collectingofferings for Women of the ELCA, please use form B and send a
check, made payable to WELCA Minneapolis Area Synod to:

Karen Weiberg

MAS WELCA Treasurer
3409-36th Ave NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418.

If you do not have a form B, please let me know, welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com.

Your offerings support the national organization (1/2) and the other half is for our synod events and
missions. Thank you for your generosity.

If you wish to receive a paper copy of the Tapestry, a subscription is available at $12 per year. Please
send the following information along with the $12 to:

Karen Weiberg

MAS WELCA Treasurer
3409 36th Ave NE
St Anthony, MN 55418

Name

e Complete Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code)
e Phone Number

e Email Address

e Congregation/City

e Change of Address: Yes No

Please encourage your congregation to post the Tapestry Newsletter to their website and/or
Facebook page.

Women of the ELCA Mission Statement

Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement

“As a community of womencreatedintheimageofGod,
called to discipleshipindesusChrist,
and empoweredbytheHolySpirit,

(}f Th 6 we commit ourselvestogrowinfaith,
affirmourgifts,
EVANGEI.ICM. support one anotherinourcallings,
LUTHERAN engage in ministryandaction,
and promote healing and wholenessinthechurch,

ALIInANILl the society, and the world.”
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Greetings! The Minneapolis WELCA Board is inviting the Circles or women's organizations

at your

church to consider donating a themed Basket for our silent auction at the November
Fall Gathering to be held Saturday, November 15 at Transfiguration Lutheran Church in
Bloomington. Proceeds from the silent auction will make it possible to keep the cost of
the Gathering affordable for all. Themed Basket ideas to consider:

Gardening Basket, Lefse equipment or Baking Basket, an assortment of gift wrap,
ribbons, gift bag Basket, Winter Hygge Basket, Kitchen Equipment Basket, or
Coffee/mugs Basket.

We are also inviting you to consider individual gifts for the silent auction. Examples of
items appropriate for the auction are the following:

Gift cards for restaurants and coffee shops, events, garden centers, bookstores,
gift shops and experiences such as theater, sports, and concert tickets. Another
idea is to offer services such as printing labels for Christmas cards, mending or
hemming/ alterations services, gift wrapping, and Christmas baking.

Let your creativity soar! This is a wonderful opportunity to work together, have fun, and
support the Gathering.

Enclosed is a form to describe your Basket donation. Large and small Basket and
auction items are welcome. Our goal is to be able to offer an assortment of items at a
variety of price points. Please list all items included in the basket on your form or include
a list in your basket,

Please send your completed forms to Karen Weiberg by November 1th.

Karen Weiberg 3409-36th Avenue NE St. Anthony, MN 55418

Welcamplskaren25@yahoo.com

Please plan to bring your Basket to the registration table the morning of the Gathering.

Thank you! We look forward to seeing you on November 15 at Transfiguration Lutheran
Church.
Sincerely,

Karen Weiberg 612-900-6485 )
Rebecca Jorgenson Sundquist 952-221-3400
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WELCA AUCTIONDONATION FORM
NOVEMBER 15, 2025
Church group/Individual

Name
Address

ContactName Phone

Email

Donationlitem,ActivityorServiceDescription:

Valueofbasket,itemorgiftcard(certificate)$.

ServiceoractivityCertificateincluding all details enclosed

PleasebringyouritemorbaskettoTransfiguration Lutheran Church
11000France Ave So
Bloomington, MN 55431

Please mail or emailthisdonationformtoKaren Weiberg
3409-36th Ave NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418 or
emailwelcamplskaren25@yahoo.com

Questions: 612-900-6485

Thank you for your participation,
Karen Weiberg

Rebecca Sundquist
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Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA
Nomination Form for the

2025 Annual Gathering Board Positions and

2026 Triennial Convention Voting Members

Please check the position in which the nominee is willing to serve. The individual nominated must consent to

serve if elected.

Two-year term board positions: Other

President
Treasurer

Name of Nominee:

2026 Triennial Convention Voting Member

Board (two one-year positions available)
Board (three two-year positions available)

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone(s):

E-mail:

Age Range
34 or younger
35-49  50-65
65+

Primary Language (if other than English):

Congregation Name & City:

Form submitted by:

Ethnic/Racial Heritage:

American Indian Asian
African American Other
Caucasian

Hispanic

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone(s):

E-mail:

Please complete the reverse side.
For additional nominations, please make copies of blank form.



Experience:
Beginning with the most recent, list significant experience during the past five years in each area. Use additional
sheets if necessary.

Congregational Women’s Organization:

Women of the ELCA in the synod or churchwide:

Congregation (other than women's ministry):

ELCA in the synod or churchwide:

Occupational History:

Community Volunteer Activity:

Other:

Rationale for believing nominee can serve effectively in position suggested:

Please return completed forms by Nov 1st to:
Rebecca Sundquist, Nomination Committee Chair
rebecca@jorgensonsundquist.com




