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Announcing changes to the Tapestry 
Newsletter begin February 2025 
 
Beginning with this edition of the Tapestry, the Minneapolis 
Area Synod (MAS) Women of the ELCA’s (WELCA) 
newsletter will be sent out bi-monthly via email to individuals 
and congregations.  Everyone currently receiving the Tapestry 
via email will continue to receive it.  If you would like to receive 
the Tapestry via email, please let us know by sending an 
email to minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com. 
 
If you wish to receive a paper copy of the Tapestry, a 
subscription is available at $12 per year.  Please send the 
following information along with the $12 to  
 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409 36th Ave NE 
St Anthony, MN  55418 

 
●​ Name 
●​ Complete Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code) 
●​ Phone Number 
●​ Email Address 
●​ Congregation/City 
●​ Change of Address:  Yes _____ No _____ 

 
Checks should be made payable to WELCA Minneapolis Area 
Synod. 
 
For more information, please send an email to Karen at 
welcamplstkaren25@yahoo.com. 
 
Please encourage your congregation to post the Tapestry 
Newsletter to their website and/or Facebook page. 
 



 

Bold Women’s Day 2025  
Celebrate the bold women in your life 
Bold Women’s Day–observed the first Sunday of March– celebrates all Lutheran women who have 
acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  Some women are bold in their unceasing 
prayers.  Other women are bold in their service to those in need.  Still other women are bold in their 
advocacy or through their hospitality.  Whether we live out our bold story of faith in the workplace, 
family home or community, our faith compels us to make a difference in the lives of others.  It’s all 
about living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of Christ. Are you bold? 
 

Women of the ELCA celebrates Bold Women's Day ​
with a special service at Augsburg University 

 
Women of the ELCA celebrates Bold Women's Day the first Sunday of March. All Lutheran 
women who have acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ are honored. 
 
Join us for this year’s Bold Women's Day service taking place on the campus of Augsburg University, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The Rev. Babette Chatman and students from the International Women’s 
Leaders program will lead a special Bold Women’s Day worship service.  This service will be 
in-person at the Hoversten Chapel, Foss Center, and is also available via Zoom webinar on Friday, 
February 28, 2025, 10:40 – 11:00 (CST) followed by a 15-minute Question and Answer segment led 
by students and alumni. 
 
Register to attend via Zoom webinar:  Webinar Registration - Zoom  
 
Attending in-person? Please consult the campus map.  To request parking, contact Janice Dames, 
(612) 330-1732 or email dames@augsburg.edu. 
 
For more information and resources: 
Download the Bold Woman's Day litany and learn more 
 
Learn more about Bold Women’s Day 
 
For questions about celebrating Bold Women’s day, contact Elizabeth McBride, 
Elizabeth.mcbride@elca.org or visit the Women of the ELCA website: https://welca.org/bwd 

https://augsburg.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_grZaKQdTSwm726-8AwTbwg#/registration
mailto:dames@augsburg.edu
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/bwd
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-day
mailto:Elizabeth.mcbride@elca.org
https://welca.org/bwd


 

Katie’s Fund Update 
2122 Capital Campaign for  
Katie's Fund ends on June 13, 2025 
 
The 2122 Capital Campaign for Katie's Fund 
ends on June 13, 2025, the 500th anniversary 
of Katie and Martin Luther's wedding. We 
encourage every synodical women’s organization to celebrate and to encourage their units to 
celebrate this event. 
 
In Minnesota there will be a celebration on June 13, 2025, at Gustavus Adophus College with a 
lecture on Katie Luther and one on Healthy Marriage.  Then there will also be a celebration to end the 
campaign at Paddlefish Brewery in St. Peter, MN where they will be serving a Katie's Ale and 
donating 1 dollar per pint to Katie's Fund. 
 
Plan now to bring your groups there—OR to ask your own favorite local brewery to do something 
similar. 
 
Photo by Teresa Tehven: Katie’s Fund skit during lunch at the 2024 Minneapolis Area Synod Women 
of the ELCA Gathering 
 

Message from President Mary 
By Mary Britt 
 
Be still and know that I am God.  Psalms 46:10 
Over the last few months, this verse in Psalms 46 continues to “pop into my head”.  
It seems that our lives have gotten so busy, and we fail to take the time to “be still”. 
Our calendars fill with commitments from early morning to late evenings, and our 
mobile phones constantly ding/buzz/ring alerting us to messages, texts, calls and 
communications.  The days and weeks fly by and our “to do” list keeps getting 
longer.  Sound familiar? 
 
It is easy to get caught up in all the busyness of life and fail to listen to God.  God asks us to quiet 
ourselves, acknowledge His presence, and realize that He is our refuge and our strength, even when 
our lives and our days seem filled with chaos. 
 
As we move forward into the coming months of 2025, with all its busyness and chaos, my wish for 
each of you is to find time each day to quiet yourself, listen to God, feel His presence and know that 
he is your refuge and strength, no matter what is happening around you.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Mary Britt 
Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA President 
 



Message from the Treasurer 
By Karen Weiberg 
 
I am the Minneapolis Synod Treasurer, coming into my role during the end of pandemic. I know it has 
taken a while for some circles to start up again. Just a reminder, if you are collecting offerings for 
Women of the ELCA, please use form B and send a check to me,  
 

Karen Weiberg 
MAS WELCA Treasurer 
3409-36th Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418. 

 
If you do not have a form B, please let me know, welcamplstkaren25@yahoo.com. 
 
Your offerings support the national organization (1/2) and the other half is for our synod events and 
missions. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
I hope you consider attending the Triennial (national meeting) in Des Moines in 2026. I have attended 
two and the speakers are faith filled, and I also met wonderful women from around the country. 
Please start thinking about organizing a group from your church. 
 

Additional Upcoming Events 
2025 Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA Gathering 
Plans pending. 
 
2026 Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering 
The 2026 Triennial Gathering will be held in Des Moines, Iowa, July 16-19, 2026.   
 

Have an upcoming event and want to reach a wider audience?  Let us know about it. 
Already had an event and want to let other women know about it?   

We would be happy to include it in the Tapestry. 
 
Send your information to Minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com.  
 

Women of the ELCA Churchwide 
New Strategic Plan 
In December, the executive board approved a new Strategic Plan for Women of the ELCA titled 
Connect, Create, Complement, Continue, and Celebrate.  Presented by Interim Executive Director 
Jennifer Hockenbery in collaboration with churchwide staff, these five goals for 2024-2026 were taken 
from conversations with staff, executive board members, synodical women’s organizations (SWO) 
presidents, and participants of Women of the ELCA. An online survey that drew more than 200 
responses was also used in gathering information for the plan. 
 
Download the Strategic Plan 
 

mailto:Minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Cover-Strategic-plan-2025.pdf


Scholarship and Seed Money Opportunities 
Scholarships 
The Minneapolis Area Synod of the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) has not had any applications for 
scholarships from the National Churchwide WELCA for a few years. There are two categories for the 
scholarships: preparing a female for ministry toward ordination, and another for a higher degree, lay 
person. Application deadlines are due April 5, 2025. 
 
Several years ago, WELCA gave a scholarship to a young adult pursuing a doctorate on the effects of 
meditation, mindfulness, and contemplation. She is now doing research at the Mayo Clinic—the 
effects of mindfulness, etc. on various diagnosed patients such as cancer.  
 
Maybe you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a scholarship. Applications are on the 
WELCA website. www.womenoftheelca.org 
 
Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls 
If your unit has a project that possibly could benefit from this seed grant, check out the website. 
Applications are due by April 5, 2025. Women.elca@elca.org 
Mail application:  

Women of the ELCA 
RUHWG Seed Grants Program 
8765 W Higgins RD 
Chicago, Illinois 60631 

 

Messages from Churchwide and Region 3 Bishops 
 
Presiding Bishop Eaton Issues Statement on Immigration Executive Orders 
January 28, 2025 
 
Over the past few days, ELCA leaders and ministry partners have shared with me the immediate 
impacts of recent executive orders focused on immigration. I have heard about families frightened of 
being torn apart and from congregations fearful that their churches can no longer offer safety or 
support to their immigrant neighbors. I have heard from faith partners ordered to stop services to 
refugees and from businesses upended by workforce disruptions. 
 
Presiding Bishop Eaton Issues Pastoral Message on Executive Orders 
January 24, 2025 
 
On Monday, our nation witnessed the peaceful transfer of power central to our democracy, followed 
by sweeping actions by the incoming Trump administration. Facing such changes, we receive 
guidance through Martin Luther's words in the Large Catechism. 
 
A Pastoral Message from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Region 3 Bishops 
January 28th, 2025 
 
Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27 As ELCA bishops in 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota we serve in contexts that stretch from the badlands […] 
 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
mailto:Women.elca@elca.org
https://www.elca.org/news-and-events/presiding-bishop-eaton-issues-statement-on-immigration-executive-orders
https://www.elca.org/news-and-events/presiding-bishop-eaton-issues-pastoral-message-on-executive-orders
https://mpls-synod.org/news/a-pastoral-message-from-evangelical-lutheran-church-in-america-region-3-bishops/


How are you saying “Yes?” 
By Marie Wiegert 
 
As we have gone though Advent many have studied Mary’s Magnificat from 
Luke 1.   
 

”And Mary said, my soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, 
my Savior, For God has looked with favor on the lowliness of the servant, 

Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed. For the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, ​

And holy his name.” 
 
Mary receives the angel Gabriel with the announcement that she will be the 
mother of God’s son. Mary does not understand this possibility. But Mary says 
“YES” to the mystery.  
 
In the Chartres Cathedral in Chartres France most of the stained-glass windows depict various 
aspects of Theotokos’ (Mary’s life).  Theotokos is a Greek title meaning “God bearer” used for Mary.  
In one small chapel in the cathedral called the Chapel of the Heart of Mary, resides the veil of Mary.  
The veil is a white piece of silk cloth. It is identified and thought to be a part of Mary’s veil, Jesus may 
have touched that veil.  
 
We are now in the middle of the Epiphany season. This year the season is long due to Easter being, 
April 20th.   
 
Our Native Indigenous sisters and brothers call America, Turtle Island. Are you doing Land 
Acknowledgements at your meetings? 
 
On Tuesday, January 21, 2025, ELCA Racial Healing took place via zoom. This event took place the 
day after the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. from 10 am-2 pm with 2000 participants.  The opening 
worship homily was given by the Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Lewis of New York City, with the title “Silence 
the Snake”, Genesis 3: 1-24. She brought forth pondering questions of theology—broken theology, a 
theology of oppression and the just love theology. Love is the way. 
 
There were a variety of speakers, many from the Minneapolis Area Synod. The sessions were 
recorded. In the closing worship, Bishop Felix Javier Malpica from the La Crosse Synod, spoke about 
the pain in our country, needing prayers of healing. We need to stop and listen to the whole truth.  
 
How will you be saying “YES”? 
 
Reference: Geoffrion, Jill K.H., Visions of Mary. Tabor Books, 2017 
Marie Wiegert  
 



Gather Bible Studies 
Winter/Spring 2025: “Faithfulness” by Denise Rector 

 
 
(January) Session One: Faith where you are: Ruth and Naomi 
(February) Session Two: Faith in the depths: Psalm 22 
(March) Session Three: Faith adventures: Peter and Cornelius 
(April) Session Four: Faith risks: Jairus and the Faithful Woman 
 
More information along one all four sessions along with downloads for sessions one and two are 
available here:  Gather Winter/Spring-2024 Bible Study: Faithfulness In These Days. 
 

Remember Jackie Chattopadhyay 
April 17, 1949 – December 11, 2024 
 
“Jackie put her heart and soul into whatever she did, whether it was being a daughter, wife, mother, or 
a grandmother, or a sister.  
 
She was fully committed to the mission of the Women of the ELCA, since its inception and was 
grateful for the wonderful women from around the United States she met through the course of that 
work. 
Memorials may be given to Nativity Lutheran Church to support upcoming accessibility improvements 
for people with disabilities.” 
 
For her full obituary: https://www.ohalloranmurphy.com/obituary/Jackie-Chattopadhyay 
 

2024-2025 Minneapolis Area Synod Synodical Organization 
 
Mary Britt, President                                              Carolyn Nottingham Davis, Vice-President 
Karen Weiberg, Treasurer                                     Rebecca Jorgenson Sundquist, Secretary 
Anita Hill                                                                Jan Schieffer 
Cheryl Smoot                                                         Teresa Tehven 
 
Follow on Facebook, visit our website, and email our team! 
 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/winter-spring-2024-faithfulness-in-these-days-by-denise-rector/
https://www.ohalloranmurphy.com/obituary/Jackie-Chattopadhyay
https://www.facebook.com/groups/132433936793200
https://mplswomenofelca.org/index.html
mailto:minneapoliswomenofelca@gmail.com


Women of the ELCA Mission Statement 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement 
 

“As a community of women created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in faith,  
affirm our gifts,  

support one another in our callings,  
engage in ministry and action,  

and promote healing and wholeness in the church,  
the society, and the world.” 

 

 
 


